
Rosa Linda Román: 00:00 Hey everyone, before we get started, a quick note. This is one of 
the early episodes recorded back in 2015 before we left New 
Mexico and moved onto the sailing catamaran Dawn Treader 
and before we became a fulltime traveling family. As you can 
imagine a lot has happened since this was recorded but I do 
hope you enjoy hearing this backstory. If you want to stick 
around until the end I will share how to find out what we are 
doing now. But first, a step back in time before we went from 
New Mexicast to New Mexi-Castaways. Enjoy! 

Theme music: 00:45 

 

Rosa Linda Román: 01:16 Wow! What a whirlwind this has been. Hello and welcome back 
to New Mexicast audio edition. I'm Rosa Linda Román and my 
voice is scratchy because I'm a little under the weather actually 
quite a bit under the weather and I am in the middle of a crazy, 
wild, amazing, awesome week that I wanted to share with all of 
you. as many of you know, I have been involved in filmmaking 
as a hobby for many years, outside of my reporting duties, both 
in mainstream media and then as an independent reporter on 
New Mexicast. And the filmmaking side has been a fun, creative 
endeavor. but usually I just step into a team that already exists 
and fill a role, using some of the skills that I got from my years in 
broadcasting. And also, after that in New Mexicast. I'm actually 
a certified pro in FinalCutX, which is an editing program, 
through Apple. 

Rosa Linda Román: 02:16 And so I use those skills, or, I've got some experience directing 
some short films in particularly with a group in Phoenix called 
Lime Wrangler, which was a really fun group of friends. we 
started out as screenwriters and then decided to start making 
short films. So I directed a movie through them called Cookies 
For Callie, written by James Sperl, who is now a famous, writer, 
a lot of horror, books that he writes. But anyway, I've enjoyed 
my creative endeavors. The big part of the filmmaking was kind 
of an escape from some of the hard news, scary stuff that I used 
to cover when I worked in local news. and it's just fun and I've 
enjoyed it. But again, I've usually stepped into a team that 
already exists, but this year is something completely different. 
at the beginning of the school year, I launched a film club called 
Roadrunner Reels at my daughter's school. 

Rosa Linda Román: 03:14 I was trying to figure out a way that I could contribute in a 
positive way using my skills, not necessarily, in the classroom 
making copies or doing busy work. as I know those jobs are so 
important to add, but I figure other people can do those things. 



But, not everybody can do, teach kids how to make a movie. 
And New Mexico is very big on filmmaking. a lot of movies are 
made here, a lot of TV series, everybody is familiar with 
breaking bad and in plain sight. Those were some of the series 
shot right here in New Mexico. So there are actual jobs in the 
industry for people who want to go into the business right here 
at home. So I thought this would be a good skill set that I can 
teach the kids. I actually thought about teaching a reporting 
class since that's obviously my, my degree and my background 
is all in, reporting. 

Rosa Linda Román: 04:08 But I, I thought after thinking it through that would really be 
more individual teaching where I could teach a few kids, who 
were really into it. But when you make a film, it's such a 
collaborative effort that I figured that was a good way for me to 
really involve a lot more of the kids and a wider spectrum. 
Cause not everyone wants to be a reporter. Not everyone wants 
to be an actor. Not everyone wants to be a writer, but put all 
the parts together and you might find something that sparks an 
interest in many different kids, which is my goal. So it has 
turned into that. And by the way, we're at the almost done 
point of this venture, at the beginning of the school year, I 
launched the club and we've been meeting every week, since 
then. That was in August, and this is now, April. 

Rosa Linda Román: 05:01 And we are now in production. What that means is we went 
from, I taught the kids the basics about making a movie, and 
then we wrote a script. they helped me write it and then I 
finished it up. And now we are actually, we have a professional 
crew all volunteering their time. Toby Eunice and Shelley 
Carney, Heather Antonio, Michael Miller, and Tom McGill. are 
professionals and Chris, Chris Rainey was another guy that was 
an actor that was trying to help, but he ended up getting cast in 
a big role, in New Orleans, so he couldn't join us. But all these 
people are volunteering their time to help these kids learn the 
art of filmmaking by doing it. Not just coming in and talking. We 
did have some great guests come in. Alexander Thorn and Laura 
Gardner, I think her name is. Oh, I have to look that up. 

Rosa Linda Román: 06:00 anyway, and they, they talked to the kids, mentored the kids, 
helped share their expertise with the kids. But now we've 
moved into actually making the movies. The movie is tentatively 
called Sophia and The Mysterious School, and it's been a joy. I 
mean, it's been a whirlwind because we have to kind of cram 
everything in between the kids' school schedule and the 
professionals schedules, since obviously they're not getting 
paid. And so they, we have to do it when they're available. but 
it's really cool because not only did we write the script, we then 



had auditions and, we cast, I cast these kids who are my, my 
kids, my friends kids and the other kids in the school that have 
been, part of this film club. They are the ones that were cast in 
the main roles, the kid roles, and then the adults were cast in 
other roles, in the adult roles. 

Rosa Linda Román: 06:57 And it's been an interesting process because I went into it 
thinking I wanted to give them a real sense of what making a 
movie is. Like, I don't want to, you know, be jaded or make 
them, you know, dislike it. But I also want to be realistic that not 
everyone is gonna get that leading role. Not everyone is gonna, 
you know, get to be in front of the camera, but everyone can 
find a place on a film set and find something that they love. and 
I'm also, this week we're really teaching them how much 
waiting around time there is when you're shooting a film. But, 
it's been really amazing and I could get it go on forever about 
how it has been. but I've just felt like it's such a great way to 
transition after New Mexicast season two finished up. 

Rosa Linda Román: 07:48 I was trying to figure out what I wanted to do with my time, 
before I either launch another season or go onto a new 
adventure, a new venture. and so that's what I did. This film 
project has been the perfect transition thing for me. It's taught 
me so much about myself and, what really inspires me and 
working with these kids has been inspiring and working with the 
team that we have has been amazing for me. so that's what's on 
my mind today. I hope that everyone is having a great spring. Of 
course I'm loving the nice weather moving in and, I'll get back to 
you after we're done wrapping on this film tonight. We're 
shooting the big talent show scene at an auditorium. There are 
many, many moving parts and, I don't know how it's all gonna 
go. So I'll get back to you in the next episode to let you know 
how everything went on the film and what else is going on in 
my life here on New Mexicast. I'm Rosa Linda Roman. 

Rosa Linda Román: 08:43 Once again, I marvel at how much has happened since this was 
recorded back in 2015. I’m happy to report that I continued 
these recordings throughout the process of buying, prepping for 
and moving onto the Dawn Treader sailing catamaran, so you 
will have that to look forward to in future episodes. For now 
you can find us as New Mexicast on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube, or just go to New Mexicast.com for all the 
content that I have there. And if you want to support this show 
please consider joining the New Mexi-Castaways Crew. You can 
do that at Patreon.com/NewMexicast. Which is where we will 
share a lot more content, including photos and videos from 
each of these podcast episodes, plus updates on where this 
crazy crew is now. Thanks again for listening and supporting our 



Enchanting Adventures. I’m Rosa Linda Román and who you just 
heard was, “Samuel!” Yep. And this is New Mexi-Castaways. 

 


